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WELCOME 
  As the time flies past and Easter 2026 

rapidly approaches, the GEMBOREE 2026 

Committee and volunteer helpers are 

busily putting final touches in place. 

BOOKINGS 

We are pleased to say that all bookings 

have surpassed our expectations Please 

note that the main indoor pavilion is now 

full,  

The Ray Grace pavilion is almost full, if 

you wish to be in this area which is 

enclosed and screened with 2.4 metre 

security fencing get your paperwork in 

now.  

Tailgating sites and camp sites are still 

available but also filling fast.    

Tailgaters please note, camping is 

permitted with your site just fill in a 

camping form and pay the relevant fee and 

submit along with your application, please 

include size of your caravan/camper. 

 

     

    
 

The 2026 GEMBOREE now has a 

facebook page.  

Please like and follow us at  

 
 

You can also find forms and information 

on the new Nambour club website which 

has a GEMBOREE page.  

Nambourlapidaryclub.com.au 

Competition entry forms are available on 

the AFLACA website  under the 

GEMBOREE forms heading. 

  

First time competitors please make sure 

that you read the schedule properly with 

regard to size and material required,  Also 

check the judging manual for specific 

information, including the judging sheets. 

 

NOTE:  MAILING COMPETITION 

ENTRIES 

Due to a prior incident that occurred and 

the increasing theft of mail, we encourage 

competitors NOT to use words in mailing 

addresses that mention “Competition”, 

“Gems” or similar words. 

ALL Competition Entries should be 

addressed to: 

Arthur Cleary 

P.O.Box 251 Nambour Qld 4560                    
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The GEMBOREE Committee are pleased to acknowledge the 

Sunshine Coast Council and thank them for their generous support.                      

                

                                      
                                                            

                           
 

Are your members working on their competition pieces for next year? 

There are various Trophies to be won at GEMBOREE 2026, some are perpetual and 

some annual. Check the list in the GEMBOREE booklet and try your hand and skills.  

So spread the word to your members and encourage them to enter. You may be the most 

successful club at GEMBOREE 2026 

 

TROPHIES  This month we focus on the, 

HAROLD EVANS  - Champion Intermediate Lapidary 

This information was supplied by Michael Quinn, Editor of the VGCA Pointer. 

The Harold Evans Trophy is awarded to the Intermediate Champion Lapidary. 

This year it is being awarded to the competitor with the highest aggregate score 

in any three of the four Sections I.1A.2, I.1B.2, I.11.2 and I.25.2.  

Harold was a member of Diamond Valley Gem Club and passed away on the 

25th October 1982.Harold was known as a man of great knowledge in the field 

of lapidary  He was well known for his Display Showcases in his own club 

show, the Royal Show and in many other club shows. In 1980 he won the 

Design Award in the Nunawading National Jewellery Competition.                     

                                                  



                                    

This Months Traders 

Fluoromins Australia 

                                            

Graham Fraser, owner of Fluoromins Australia, has collected fluorescent 

minerals in NSW, SA, NT,WA, Namibia and USA. He sells small trays and 

packets of rocks and rock-chips that glow under UV light. He also sells the 

Fluoromins brand of UV torches, 18 models of Short Wave, Mid Waveand 

Long wave UV torches, all specifically chosen as best for mineral fluorescence. 

All the torches are filtered and use the correct wavelengths.WOW! OMG! 

UNBELIEVABLE! These are people’s reactions to the Fluorescent Minerals 

display in the black tent. Most people haven’t seen fluorescence before, and 

those who have say they haven’t seen anything to compare with the beautiful 

SW, MW and LW display. They can try the UV torches to explore the trays and 

packets. Children are encouraged to make the stones and pebbles glow using the 

torches. They love it! The torches are priced from $20 to $400. Trays 

andpackets range from $5 to $150, with single specimens ranging from $5 to 

over $300. 

As an ex-teacher Graham is keen to educate people young and old about 

fluorescence. He explains at appropriate levels how and why fluorescence 

works and tries to give scientifically correct answers to the many questions 

people have.    
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                            Crystal Encounters 

                      

 

Welcome to Crystal Encounters! For more than 35 years, Frank and Lynda have 

been sharing their love for the natural world through fossils, minerals, and 

crystals collected from around the globe. 

What started as a  passion has grown into a place where anyone — from the 

curious beginners to experienced collectors  can discover the incredible stories 

hidden within the Earth. Every piece we offer has its own history, shaped by 

time. 

We love helping people find pieces that truly speak to them — whether it’s a 

stunning crystal that brightens a room, an ancient fossil that brings prehistoric 

history to life, or a unique mineral specimen that completes a collection. Our 

goal has always been to make these natural treasures accessible, inspiring, and 

full of meaning. 

At Crystal Encounters, we believe that fossils and crystals are more than 

beautiful objects. They connect us to something bigger, older, and endlessly 

fascinating 

After all these years, our passion hasn’t changed. We’re still in awe of what 

nature creates, and we’re still just as excited to share that wonder with you — 

one crystal, one fossil, one encounter at a time. 

    Find us in the Grace Pavilion Traders Hall and experience the beauty of the 

Earth up close — we’d love to share our latest discoveries with you. 

    

 

  

                                                                              



Featured Building for November 

Meetings and lectures will be held in the Scout Hall 

 

 

  

 

Times for AFLACA meetings will be notified.  

Lectures to be announced when details are finalised. 
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